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Pentecost



Memorial Day
Remember And Honor

Monday, May 25th!



Dear Family and Friends,

 

We returned from Vanuatu on May 1. Thank you for all your prayers and different ways we were supported on this trip! It

took a team: from caring for our kids, giving, praying us through the trip, etc….it is all appreciated! It was a beneficial time in

many ways, both in building relationships with those there and accelerating the work of the gospel going on there through

practical but important projects we were able to take part in.

 

Our Friends in Action short-term team consisted of two mechanics, a water project specialist, the FIA Director, and the two

of us. Much of what the other team members focused on was preparations for an upcoming water project. They intend to

drill wells later this year to provide fresh drinking water for about 30 communities in a remote area.

 

The primary thing that Brad worked on was making progress on getting four pre-fabricated housing units ready to be

useable. He greatly enjoyed working with Reuben and the other Ni-Van workers to prepare and pour the concrete footings,

and trench in the plumbing. Once complete, they will expand the housing capacity for future short-term teams, as well as

local missionaries. Brad also headed up installing a hoop shelter between two 40 foot containers to protect equipment from

the harsh environment.

 

Faith spent much of her time filling in wherever needed. She especially enjoyed assisting Jenni, the Ni-Van cook, and also

getting to know the Pitman family by helping with the juggle of naps, homeschooling, and trips to town with their 4 kids. She

also did a fair amount of much-needed organizing: both for equipment maintenance parts and also housekeeping supplies.

 

We would like to ask that you continue praying for us as we seek out the Lord for clarity on what our next steps should be.

The trip confirmed our desire to remained involved in missions, and it was clear that FIA’s work there would benefit from

another family living along-side the Pitman’s to share the load. However, we are still seeking clarity from God if we are the

ones to fill that role at the moment, or if He has other plans for us right now. We are continuing to pray and trust God that

his direction and timing is perfect.

 

God Bless,

Brad & Faith Halverson







Property Committee Meeting Minutes
Date: May 5

Location: Church Facility
Opening: Prayer offered to begin the meeting
1. Attendance & Introductions
Welcomed new members: 

Nate Albertson (Lake Area Tech instructor) 
Randy Rakness (chairman), Duane Svalstad, John Hopper, Mark Wientjes, Don Farthing, Roger
Carter, Darwin Carlson, Dick Nicolai, 
Staff: Pastor Craig Werling, Pastor Janine Rew-Werling, Earl Benson
Other: Lori Storley

2. Church Repair & Construction Progress
Trim work and cabinet installation nearing completion (target: Friday) 
Tile work progressing in the sanctuary bathroom 
Pews arriving Thursday → to be stored at Lake Area Tech 
Waiting on lighting fixtures (major timeline dependency) 
Fire alarm and occupancy approval still pending (important for upcoming wedding on May 30)

3. Key Project Updates
Sanctuary & Interior
Organ installation tentatively scheduled (late June) 
Carpet installation expected before organ setup 
AV system: 

Wiring installed; termination pending countertop installation 
Sound booth constructed, awaiting final setup 

Lighting system: 
Will be remote/preset-based (training required) 

Fixtures & Furnishings
Countertop measurements scheduled (May 6, 8:00 AM) 
New doors (fellowship hall areas) approved and ordered through insurance 
Office window treatments delivered 
Altar furniture completed and stored until installation 
Exterior & Grounds
Lightning rods: 50% complete; finishing next week 
No bat infestation; sealing work to be completed internally by Gil Haugen
Outdoor lighting repairs identified (electricians to address) 

4. Timeline Outlook
Estimated sanctuary readiness: early July (target: first Sunday) 
Outdoor services are delayed until indoor worship is completed



5. Storage & Logistics
Pews: 
Delivery Thursday → transport and storage at LATC 
Later delivery to the church with students and volunteers 
Garage clutter reinstallation ter: 
Significant accumulation has been identified 
Plan to utilize the dumpster while available 

6. Insurance & Financial Review
Discrepancies identified (e.g., missing amplifier claim) 
Need to verify inclusion of: 
Organ 
Keyboards 
Ongoing coordination with the insurance provider 

7. Cleanup & Maintenance Planning
Cleanup Day scheduled: June 6
Possible second cleanup closer to the reopening of the sanctuary

8. Facility & Maintenance Issues Identified
Men’s bathroom: 
Door slams → needs a new closer 
Light delay issue 
Exterior dumpster: 
Moves in high winds → needs anchoring solution 
Parking lot sand/debris cleanup: 
Requires equipment (brush/skid steer) 
Garage organization and disposal decisions needed 

9. Outdoor Worship Planning
Reorientation of layout planned 
Potential improvements for capacity and comfort 
Timing dependent on sanctuary readiness 

10. Next Meeting

Date: June 2 at 6:30 PM



Sweatshirt 

Baseball Hat

Short Sleeve Tshirt

$25

 
Quarter Zip

 
Long Sleeve Tshirt

Option 3

Option 1

Option 5

Option 4

Option 2

$30 Youth

$20 Youth

$35 Adult

$25 Adult $25 Youth $30 Adult

$40 Adult

Order forms can be dropped off
or mailed to the church office

or emailed to:
hosannafaithformation@gmail.com

Orders will be delivered in batches
approximately 2-3 weeks

after your order is placed with us. 

Thanks to Darren at Bulldog Branding!

Youth Group Fundraiser 
Funds will be usedfor YouthGroupFaith-buildingexperiences such as

Quake (retreat weekend), Christian concerts, and local youth group activities. 

Cash and Carry at the
church or special order! 

for order form

https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_34ebb7e42d3046c0b61f040c9f7b39b3.pdf


Join us for VBS
July 27  - 30 !th th

Sign up today!

Click here for the form

https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_4add80dcca2a4cc2b95703101fea65d5.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesGS4YRTLoUlQLW0dEZwWdQe6IwyZcUvAFbYpXfpMbeObxbg/viewform


We would love to start a little group to
bring treats for the workers during the
week. We are thinking cookies, pans of

bars, or snack mix. If this is something you
would like to be a part of, 
Please talk to Pr. Janine.

T‌r‌e‌a‌t‌s‌ ‌f‌o‌r‌ ‌t‌h‌e‌ ‌W‌o‌r‌k‌e‌r‌s‌! 





Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2024 Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.org), written by Rev. Theresa Jacobson. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 . Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Day of Pentecost – May 24, 2026
“On the last and most important day of the festival, Jesus stood up and shouted, ‘If you are

thirsty, come to me and drink! Have faith in me, and you will have life-giving water flowing
from deep inside you, just as the Scriptures say.’ 

Jesus was talking about the Holy Spirit, 
who would be given to everyone that had faith in him.” 

- John 7:37-39 -

How often do we follow a tradition without really understanding it? Christmas and
Easter are celebrations of the church steeped in rich tradition. At Christmas we
celebrate the birth of Jesus, in Holy Week we prepare for his death, and at Easter we
praise his resurrection. But why do we observe Pentecost and what is the
significance?

“Pentecost” comes from the Greek word pentekostos and translates as “fiftieth
day.” For Christians, it marks the 50th day after Easter when the Holy Spirit
descended upon a group of followers. Jesus says to the group, “If you are thirsty,
come to me and drink! Have faith in me, and you will have life-giving water flowing
deep inside of you.”

In Acts 2:1-4 we learn “On the day of Pentecost all the Lord’s followers were
together in one place. Suddenly there was a noise from heaven like the sound of a
mighty wind! It filled the house where they were meeting. Then they saw what
looked like fiery tongues moving in all directions, and a tongue came and settled on
each person there. The Holy Spirit took control of everyone, and they began speaking
whatever languages the Spirit let them speak.”

We celebrate Pentecost as the very moment the church was formed with all its
followers receiving the power of the Holy Spirit. It is the beginning of the sainthood
of all believers as we are baptized into faith. We are now steeped in rich tradition
with our brothers and sisters in Christ from this early establishment. We are a part of
this ancient church!
Jesus invites us to follow, have faith, and receive the power of the Holy Spirit. What a
powerful invitation! We can walk in the light as Jesus did and bear witness to others
by sharing the Good News!

It is indeed life-giving water! Amen.



 
May 24, 2026
Proclamation Points

Sola Lectionary Text Study

Sola Worship Resources (www.solapublishing.com) — © 2023 Sola Publishing. Permission granted to active subscribers to photocopy for congregational use. 

 Thefollowing are somethoughtsand questions to be used for a text study on the 
weekly lessons, or for jump-starting the imagination of the preacher and hearer in
preparing for the proclamation event. 

Acts 2:1-21
 

Psalm 25:1-15
 

Numbers 11:24-30
Sometimes our desire for good order in the church causes us
to butt heads with the Holy Spirit. While Moses gathered up
the elders of Israel to receive the gift of prophesy through
the Holy Spirit, two men stayed behind in the camp. Eldad
and Medad didn’t join the gathering of elders, yet the Spirit
came to rest upon them, too. They prophesied right where
they were, in the midst of the camp.

This was not how things were supposed to go. There was a 
meeting and a plan — and Joshua didn’t think this sort of 
thing should be allowed. He wanted Moses to stop the two 
men. But Moses recognized that the Word they were given 
to speak was a Word the people in the camp needed to hear. 
Rather than seeking to restrain the gifts of the Spirit, Moses 
celebrated the gift God had given these two men.

• What are some ways we seek to restrain the work of the Spirit
for the sake of good order? On the other hand, how can lack of
concern for good order in the church lead to problems?

John 7:37-39
 

Thereistremendous power in wind. It can erode the land. It 

Infaith, we offer up ourselves — our lives, our hearts, our 
obedience, as well as our time, talent, and treasures — in
hopes that they will be pleasing to God. This is all well and
good. But often, because of what we do, the sinner in us
cannot resist the urge to put the focus of faith on ourselves.

The psalmist has a different way of thinking about this. He 
lifts up his soul to God, puts his trust in the Almighty. From 
this vantage point he recognizes that everything is already 
in God’s hands. We have nothing to offer, only to receive.
“Show me your ways ... teach me your paths ... lead me in 
truth ... forget my sins.” We come before God with open 
hands, in need of his bountiful gifts. The promise we live in 
is that God is merciful to his beloved children, providing us 
with what we need.

• What difference does it make to think of ourselves primarily as 

receivers rather than givers in relation to God?

• Why is it so difficult to recognize and admit our empty- 
handedness when it comes to the grace and mercy of God?

• For us, as Christians, how do we properly discern when a word
of prophesy comes from the Spirit and when it is of a different
origin? Compare what is written in 1 John 4:1-6.

Inourtext today, Jesus speaks to those who realize their 
spiritual thirst, who know they are not righteous in
themselves. To thirsty souls, his words are a comfort; to those
who are “full of themselves,” Jesus’ words seem
presumptuous. But we know that all are thirsty, whether they
realize it or not. And so we preach that the Spirit of the Lord is
ready to fill the thirst in us. The promise is that the Spirit is
being unleashed upon believers. Those who belong to Christ
will be filled with the righteousness of his living water and
shall no longer thirst as if alone.

• In what ways does faith quench our thirst? In what ways does 
faith make us thirsty for more?

• Why must we look to Christ for righteousness and not to 
ourselves?

can slam doors and bend crops to the ground. When violent
and out of control, wind can destroy everything in its path.
This everyday occurrence, one we often don’t even take note
of, is also one of the most powerful forces in nature.

In Acts, we hear the coming of the Holy Spirit described as 
sounding like “the rush of a violent wind.” It wasn’t a little 
breeze or one gust. As the disciples were gathered together 
trying to figure out what to do next, the Holy Spirit came 
upon them like a tornado. The Spirit filled that room and 
shaped everything it touched.
Words the disciples barely understood themselves were 
suddenly comprehensible in countless languages. The fear 
and trembling that had filled them since Jesus had ascended 
into heaven was replaced with confidence in the message 
they had been called to share. The story of a lowly carpenter’s 
son who had suffered a violent death became THE story of 
God’s deeds of power. That wind that rushed through that 
house and impacted their lives changed everything!
The power of the Holy Spirit made it possible for the 
disciples to do the work they were called to do. It made their 
message understandable to the crowd that had gathered for 
Pentecost, and gave them the faith and courage to take on 
a mission for which they had no particular training. That 
same Spirit is at work among us still, shaping our reality and 
inspiring our witness.

• Are the gifts of the Spirit reserved for magnificent displays like
Pentecost? What are some everyday miracles you have failed to
notice?

• What are some ways you see the Holy Spirit at work in your 
context (your community and congregation)?

Day ofPentecost
(Christ) has proved his love in taking your sins upon himself and
paying for them with his blood, as he tells you by the gospel. He

has given you grace to believe by his Spirit, and has prepared and
accomplished everything most surely, so that you need not care or
fear any more, but only keep your heart strong and reliant on his

Word and faith. 
- Martin Luther - 

Letter to His Father (February 15, 1520)



WED   12:00 - Men’s Bible study

10:00 - Coffee
  5:00 - Melissa Gross Bible study
  

THU

FRI

SAT

TUE
  9:30 - Prayer 

10:00 - Coffee

 10:00 - Yarn

SUN
 9:15 - Worship
10:15 - Coffee

MON
Office Open
Mon - Thurs 10am to 2pm
Closed Memorial Day, May 25th



This Weeks Bulletin

Click 
Here

 May 24th
Bulletin 

Click Here

https://www.youtube.com/@hosannalutheran4834/streams
https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_d9f1df4b0b644cd1baff3ce7eec5b196.pdf
https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_e31ac58098f64afc961fcf750bdc67f4.pdf
https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_e31ac58098f64afc961fcf750bdc67f4.pdf
https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_e31ac58098f64afc961fcf750bdc67f4.pdf
https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_e31ac58098f64afc961fcf750bdc67f4.pdf
https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_e31ac58098f64afc961fcf750bdc67f4.pdf


JUNE Servant Team!









Text HLW

to 49775





H E L P I N G  H A N D S  F U N D

This is a discrete fund used to helpThis is a discrete fund used to help
those in need!those in need!

If you would like to give to this fund,If you would like to give to this fund,  
just place your donation in anjust place your donation in an

offering plateoffering plate  
and mark it Helping Hands.and mark it Helping Hands.

This is a discrete fund used to help
those in need!

If you would like to give to this fund, 
just place your donation in an

offering plate 
and mark it Helping Hands.





Augustana District's May
Newsletter Click Here

Augustana District
Video

https://augustanadistrict.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=555d6702c950ecb729a966504af0a635.354&nosocial=1
https://augustanadistrict.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=555d6702c950ecb729a966504af0a635.354&nosocial=1
https://vimeo.com/984560955?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/984560955?share=copy


Align With God in 2024
”So that the works of God might be displayed.”

 

In John 9 we read about one of Jesus’ miracles where he restored the sight of a blind

man. At the beginning of the story, we see the disciples questioning Jesus about who

had sinned to cause the blind man his disability.

Rather patiently (we might imagine), Jesus insinuates that the disciples are asking the

wrong question. He encourages them to look forward, ‘while it is still day,’ (v4) rather

than backward upon who to blame.

What are you looking forward to this new year? Right now, it feels like the world is

full of suffering and poverty of spirit and unity. In this passage, Jesus teaches us that

with suffering comes the opportunity for God’s works to be displayed.

Children growing up in the slums are suffering because they are neglected and failed

by a wider community that is unable to care for their physical needs and education.

By supporting CBC you have the opportunity to step in as the healing hands and feet

of Jesus.

Thank you for your partnership with us that displays the mighty works of God where

there is sickness, anxi-ety and desperate poverty.

May God Bless you and your family this year.

Marc Marques

Executive Director

May Newsletter

https://thechannel.org/may-2026-newsletter/
https://thechannel.org/may-2026-newsletter/


Newsletter Click Here!

Throughout the history of global mission work from churches
within the United States, beginning in the 19th Century, we
have seen the great mission outreach organized for the most
part by Mission Societies.  In the 20th Century the mission
work was taken over by church denominations.  It became
institutionalized.   As we enter the 21st Century, we are once
again experiencing a return to Mission Societies claiming a
greater role in Christian mission work around the globe.
 
It is in this climate of change, in how mission work is being
done today, that the Friends of Madagascar Mission was
begun.  We believe we have a unique role in the future of
mission, particularly in Madagascar at this time. In 2010 we
began our fund raising activities and each  year we continue
to grow in giving from our generous donors.  For this we give
thanks to God! 

Digital Magazine Click Here!

https://madagascarmission.org/resources/
https://www.cgmmag.com/


Watertown Event Center
West Highway 212 / 1901 9th Avenue SW
Watertown, SD 57201

 FirstWednesday of eachmonth at 7:00pm!

 

Connie’s journey caring for 
those with dementia / Alzheimer’s 
started in 1980. Her first job was to 
create an activity program in a long 
term care facility for their residents. 
It was not long before folks with 
that diagnosis were in her heart. 
In 1997, she created a recreation 
program in a long term care memory 
care unit. The focus was “person 
centered” with engagement and 
positive communication. A supportive
community was a huge help and 
part of her career. She is retired now 
but the passion remains to create 
programs & offer more help for this 
country’s unsung heros - caregivers! 

The Watertown Memory Care 
Support Group was created in 1998 
by Connie Lake and Deanna Bullis 
to give caregivers a place to belong. 
Caregivers were able to listen, share, 
and learn how to care for themselves. 
This mission remains true today. 

Connie Lake
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	Memorial Day
	Dear Family and Friends,
	We returned from Vanuatu on May 1. Thank you for all your prayers and different ways we were supported on this trip! It took a team: from caring for our kids, giving, praying us through the trip, etc….it is all appreciated! It was a beneficial time in many ways, both in building relationships with those there and accelerating the work of the gospel going on there through practical but important projects we were able to take part in.
	Our Friends in Action short-term team consisted of two mechanics, a water project specialist, the FIA Director, and the two of us. Much of what the other team members focused on was preparations for an upcoming water project. They intend to drill wells later this year to provide fresh drinking water for about 30 communities in a remote area.
	The primary thing that Brad worked on was making progress on getting four pre-fabricated housing units ready to be useable. He greatly enjoyed working with Reuben and the other Ni-Van workers to prepare and pour the concrete footings, and trench in the plumbing. Once complete, they will expand the housing capacity for future short-term teams, as well as local missionaries. Brad also headed up installing a hoop shelter between two 40 foot containers to protect equipment from the harsh environment.
	Faith spent much of her time filling in wherever needed. She especially enjoyed assisting Jenni, the Ni-Van cook, and also getting to know the Pitman family by helping with the juggle of naps, homeschooling, and trips to town with their 4 kids. She also did a fair amount of much-needed organizing: both for equipment maintenance parts and also housekeeping supplies.
	We would like to ask that you continue praying for us as we seek out the Lord for clarity on what our next steps should be. The trip confirmed our desire to remained involved in missions, and it was clear that FIA’s work there would benefit from another family living along-side the Pitman’s to share the load. However, we are still seeking clarity from God if we are the ones to fill that role at the moment, or if He has other plans for us right now. We are continuing to pray and trust God that his direction and timing is perfect.
	God Bless, Brad & Faith Halverson
	Property Committee Meeting Minutes Date: May 5 Location: Church Facility Opening: Prayer offered to begin the meeting 1. Attendance & Introductions Welcomed new members:
	Nate Albertson (Lake Area Tech instructor)  Randy Rakness (chairman), Duane Svalstad, John Hopper, Mark Wientjes, Don Farthing, Roger Carter, Darwin Carlson, Dick Nicolai,  Staff: Pastor Craig Werling, Pastor Janine Rew-Werling, Earl Benson Other: Lori Storley
	2. Church Repair & Construction Progress Trim work and cabinet installation nearing completion (target: Friday)  Tile work progressing in the sanctuary bathroom  Pews arriving Thursday → to be stored at Lake Area Tech  Waiting on lighting fixtures (major timeline dependency)
	Fire alarm and occupancy approval still pending (important for upcoming wedding on May 30)
	3. Key Project Updates Sanctuary & Interior Organ installation tentatively scheduled (late June)  Carpet installation expected before organ setup  AV system:
	Wiring installed; termination pending countertop installation  Sound booth constructed, awaiting final setup  Lighting system:  Will be remote/preset-based (training required)  Fixtures & Furnishings Countertop measurements scheduled (May 6, 8:00 AM)  New doors (fellowship hall areas) approved and ordered through insurance  Office window treatments delivered  Altar furniture completed and stored until installation  Exterior & Grounds Lightning rods: 50% complete; finishing next week  No bat infestation; sealing work to be completed internally by Gil Haugen
	Outdoor lighting repairs identified (electricians to address)
	4. Timeline Outlook Estimated sanctuary readiness: early July (target: first Sunday)  Outdoor services are delayed until indoor worship is completed
	5. Storage & Logistics Pews:  Delivery Thursday → transport and storage at LATC  Later delivery to the church with students and volunteers  Garage clutter reinstallation ter:  Significant accumulation has been identified  Plan to utilize the dumpster while available
	6. Insurance & Financial Review Discrepancies identified (e.g., missing amplifier claim)  Need to verify inclusion of:  Organ  Keyboards  Ongoing coordination with the insurance provider
	7. Cleanup & Maintenance Planning Cleanup Day scheduled: June 6 Possible second cleanup closer to the reopening of the sanctuary
	8. Facility & Maintenance Issues Identified Men’s bathroom:  Door slams → needs a new closer  Light delay issue  Exterior dumpster:  Moves in high winds → needs anchoring solution  Parking lot sand/debris cleanup:  Requires equipment (brush/skid steer)  Garage organization and disposal decisions needed
	9. Outdoor Worship Planning Reorientation of layout planned  Potential improvements for capacity and comfort  Timing dependent on sanctuary readiness
	10. Next Meeting
	Date: June 2 at 6:30 PM
	for order form

	Youth Group Fundraiser
	Funds will be usedfor YouthGroupFaith-buildingexperiences such as Quake (retreat weekend), Christian concerts, and local youth group activities.
	Option 1
	Short Sleeve Tshirt
	$20 Youth
	$25 Adult

	Option 2
	Long Sleeve Tshirt
	$25 Youth
	$30 Adult

	Option 3
	Sweatshirt
	$30 Youth
	$35 Adult

	Option 5
	Baseball Hat
	$25

	Option 4
	Quarter Zip
	$40 Adult
	Thanks to Darren at Bulldog Branding!



	Join us for VBS July 27th - 30th! Sign up today!
	Treats for the Workers!
	Listening for the Promise Weekly Devotional
	Day of Pentecost – May 24, 2026 “On the last and most important day of the festival, Jesus stood up and shouted, ‘If you are thirsty, come to me and drink! Have faith in me, and you will have life-giving water flowing from deep inside you, just as the Scriptures say.’  Jesus was talking about the Holy Spirit,  who would be given to everyone that had faith in him.”  - John 7:37-39 -
	How often do we follow a tradition without really understanding it? Christmas and Easter are celebrations of the church steeped in rich tradition. At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus, in Holy Week we prepare for his death, and at Easter we praise his resurrection. But why do we observe Pentecost and what is the significance?
	“Pentecost” comes from the Greek word pentekostos and translates as “fiftieth day.” For Christians, it marks the 50th day after Easter when the Holy Spirit descended upon a group of followers. Jesus says to the group, “If you are thirsty, come to me and drink! Have faith in me, and you will have life-giving water flowing deep inside of you.”
	In Acts 2:1-4 we learn “On the day of Pentecost all the Lord’s followers were together in one place. Suddenly there was a noise from heaven like the sound of a mighty wind! It filled the house where they were meeting. Then they saw what looked like fiery tongues moving in all directions, and a tongue came and settled on each person there. The Holy Spirit took control of everyone, and they began speaking whatever languages the Spirit let them speak.”
	We celebrate Pentecost as the very moment the church was formed with all its followers receiving the power of the Holy Spirit. It is the beginning of the sainthood of all believers as we are baptized into faith. We are now steeped in rich tradition with our brothers and sisters in Christ from this early establishment. We are a part of this ancient church! Jesus invites us to follow, have faith, and receive the power of the Holy Spirit. What a powerful invitation! We can walk in the light as Jesus did and bear witness to others by sharing the Good News!
	It is indeed life-giving water! Amen.
	Sola Lectionary Text Study

	Day ofPentecost
	May 24, 2026 Proclamation Points
	(Christ) has proved his love in taking your sins upon himself and paying for them with his blood, as he tells you by the gospel. He has given you grace to believe by his Spirit, and has prepared and accomplished everything most surely, so that you need not care or fear any more, but only keep your heart strong and reliant on his Word and faith.  - Martin Luther -  Letter to His Father (February 15, 1520)
	can slam doors and bend crops to the ground. When violent and out of control, wind can destroy everything in its path. This everyday occurrence, one we often don’t even take note of, is also one of the most powerful forces in nature. In Acts, we hear the coming of the Holy Spirit described as  sounding like “the rush of a violent wind.” It wasn’t a little  breeze or one gust. As the disciples were gathered together  trying to figure out what to do next, the Holy Spirit came  upon them like a tornado. The Spirit filled that room and  shaped everything it touched. Words the disciples barely understood themselves were  suddenly comprehensible in countless languages. The fear  and trembling that had filled them since Jesus had ascended  into heaven was replaced with confidence in the message  they had been called to share. The story of a lowly carpenter’s  son who had suffered a violent death became THE story of  God’s deeds of power. That wind that rushed through that  house and impacted their lives changed everything! The power of the Holy Spirit made it possible for the  disciples to do the work they were called to do. It made their  message understandable to the crowd that had gathered for  Pentecost, and gave them the faith and courage to take on  a mission for which they had no particular training. That  same Spirit is at work among us still, shaping our reality and  inspiring our witness.
	Numbers 11:24-30 Sometimes our desire for good order in the church causes us to butt heads with the Holy Spirit. While Moses gathered up the elders of Israel to receive the gift of prophesy through the Holy Spirit, two men stayed behind in the camp. Eldad and Medad didn’t join the gathering of elders, yet the Spirit came to rest upon them, too. They prophesied right where they were, in the midst of the camp. This was not how things were supposed to go. There was a  meeting and a plan — and Joshua didn’t think this sort of  thing should be allowed. He wanted Moses to stop the two  men. But Moses recognized that the Word they were given  to speak was a Word the people in the camp needed to hear.  Rather than seeking to restrain the gifts of the Spirit, Moses  celebrated the gift God had given these two men. • What are some ways we seek to restrain the work of the Spirit for the sake of good order? On the other hand, how can lack of concern for good order in the church lead to problems?
	For us, as Christians, how do we properly discern when a word of prophesy comes from the Spirit and when it is of a different origin? Compare what is written in 1 John 4:1-6.
	Psalm 25:1-15
	Infaith, we offer up ourselves — our lives, our hearts, our
	obedience, as well as our time, talent, and treasures — in hopes that they will be pleasing to God. This is all well and good. But often, because of what we do, the sinner in us cannot resist the urge to put the focus of faith on ourselves. The psalmist has a different way of thinking about this. He  lifts up his soul to God, puts his trust in the Almighty. From  this vantage point he recognizes that everything is already  in God’s hands. We have nothing to offer, only to receive. “Show me your ways ... teach me your paths ... lead me in  truth ... forget my sins.” We come before God with open  hands, in need of his bountiful gifts. The promise we live in  is that God is merciful to his beloved children, providing us  with what we need. • What difference does it make to think of ourselves primarily as
	• Are the gifts of the Spirit reserved for magnificent displays like Pentecost? What are some everyday miracles you have failed to notice?
	• What are some ways you see the Holy Spirit at work in your
	context (your community and congregation)?

	John 7:37-39
	Inourtext today, Jesus speaks to those who realize their
	spiritual thirst, who know they are not righteous in themselves. To thirsty souls, his words are a comfort; to those who are “full of themselves,” Jesus’ words seem presumptuous. But we know that all are thirsty, whether they realize it or not. And so we preach that the Spirit of the Lord is ready to fill the thirst in us. The promise is that the Spirit is being unleashed upon believers. Those who belong to Christ will be filled with the righteousness of his living water and shall no longer thirst as if alone.
	receivers rather than givers in relation to God?
	• Why is it so difficult to recognize and admit our empty-
	handedness when it comes to the grace and mercy of God?
	• In what ways does faith quench our thirst? In what ways does
	faith make us thirsty for more?

	Acts 2:1-21
	• Why must we look to Christ for righteousness and not to
	Thereistremendous power in wind. It can erode the land. It
	ourselves?
	Sola Worship Resources (www.solapublishing.com) — © 2023 Sola Publishing. Permission granted to active subscribers to photocopy for congregational use.




	MON
	Office Open Mon - Thurs 10am to 2pm Closed Memorial Day, May 25th

	TUE
	9:30 - Prayer  10:00 - Coffee  10:00 - Yarn

	WED
	12:00 - Men’s Bible study

	THU
	10:00 - Coffee   5:00 - Melissa Gross Bible study

	FRI
	SAT
	SUN
	This Weeks Bulletin
	May 24th Bulletin  Click Here

	JUNE Servant Team!
	Text HLW
	to 49775
	HELPING HANDS FUND
	Augustana District Video
	May Newsletter
	Newsletter Click Here!
	Digital Magazine Click Here!
	Connie Lake

	Connie’s journey caring for
	those with dementia / Alzheimer’s  started in 1980. Her first job was to  create an activity program in a long  term care facility for their residents.  It was not long before folks with  that diagnosis were in her heart.  In 1997, she created a recreation  program in a long term care memory  care unit. The focus was “person  centered” with engagement and  positive communication. A supportive  community was a huge help and  part of her career. She is retired now  but the passion remains to create  programs & offer more help for this  country’s unsung heros - caregivers!
	The Watertown Memory Care
	Support Group was created in 1998  by Connie Lake and Deanna Bullis  to give caregivers a place to belong.  Caregivers were able to listen, share,  and learn how to care for themselves.  This mission remains true today.

