
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
April 27th  - May 3rd, 2026

5th Sunday of Easter



Thanks to John Larson and
John Hopper for taking
such good care of the

church property, including
planting this Princeton Elm

to replace a dead tree on
the west edge of the lawn.



Join Dick Nicolai

Thursday, May 7th
at 6:30 pm in the Chapel
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IS SUNDAY, MAY 17THIS SUNDAY, MAY 17THIS SUNDAY, MAY 17TH
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Sweatshirt 

Baseball Hat

Short Sleeve Tshirt

$25

 
Quarter Zip

 
Long Sleeve Tshirt

Option 3

Option 1

Option 5

Option 4

Option 2

$30 Youth

$20 Youth

$35 Adult

$25 Adult $25 Youth $30 Adult

$40 Adult

Order forms can be dropped off
or mailed to the church office

or emailed to:
hosannafaithformation@gmail.com

Orders will be delivered in batches
approximately 2-3 weeks

after your order is placed with us. 

Thanks to Darren at Bulldog Branding!

Youth Group Fundraiser 
Funds will be usedfor YouthGroupFaith-buildingexperiences such as

Quake (retreat weekend), Christian concerts, and local youth group activities. 

Cash and Carry at the
church or special order! 

for order form

https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_34ebb7e42d3046c0b61f040c9f7b39b3.pdf


 VBS at Hosanna!
July 27th - 31st



We would love to start a little group to
bring treats for the workers during the
week. We are thinking cookies, pans of

bars, or snack mix. If this is something you
would like to be a part of, 
Please talk to Pr. Janine.

T‌r‌e‌a‌t‌s‌ ‌f‌o‌r‌ ‌t‌h‌e‌ ‌W‌o‌r‌k‌e‌r‌s‌! 





Men’s Noon 
Bible study meets

in the Chapel
on Wednesdays 



Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2024 Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.org), written by Rev. Theresa Jacobson. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 . Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

 Fifth Sunday of Easter – May 3, 2026
 “Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

 whose hope is in the Lord his God.” 
 - Psalm 146:5-

 God is Faithful

 Two thousand years after the birth of Christ we are still waiting for the fulfillment
of God’s promises. We are taught repeatedly in the scriptures to be patient. We aren’t
very patient, are we? The language of the New Testament has a sense of immediacy
that seems to contradict the reality we see. Two thousand years is a long time; those
who were the first followers of Jesus thought that He would come again
immediately. It has been long enough to make us doubt what we believe, to make us
wonder whether God will ever fulfill His promises.

 Jesus’ ministry did not make sense to the religious elite of His day. He touched the
untouchables. He brought wholeness to the outcast. He brought life to those who
were dead to the world. He set the prisoners free, opened the eyes of the blind, and
made the lame walk. He did not do good things for the righteous; He did great things
for the sinners. It made no sense in Jesus’ day and does not make sense today.
Human nature expects reward for goodness. Jesus gave gifts to the humble, He fixed
the broken, He forgave the sinners. No wonder so many people doubt that He is the
Messiah even today.

 The psalmist speaks of the hope we have in Jesus. “Blessed is he whose help is the
God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God.” This is not good news to the
righteous; it is good news for the sinner because it speaks of looking beyond oneself
and trusting in a higher power. That higher power, by virtue of its greatness, must
know better how things should be accomplished. We are still waiting for the
fulfillment of the promises two thousand years after the coming of Christ because
God still has work to do. There are things to be accomplished, and we are called to
wait both patiently and expectantly while God finishes what He has started. He will
because He is faithful. We will one day see the fulfillment of all His promises.



 
May 3, 2026
Proclamation Points

Sola Lectionary Text Study

Sola Worship Resources (www.solapublishing.org) — © 2023 Sola Publishing. Permission granted to active subscribers to photocopy for congregational use. 

 Thefollowing are somethoughtsand questions to be used for a text study on the 
weekly lessons, or for jump-starting the imagination of the preacher and hearer in
preparing for the proclamation event. 

FifthSunday of Easter

Psalm 146
 

Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60
 

John 14:1-14
Jesus has just finished telling the disciples that they would
all forsake him and he would die. He had a rather harsh word
with Peter in particular. It had been a difficult evening. Then
he tells them not to let their hearts be troubled. It’s a rather
jarring transition. “You will deny me three times ... . Do not
let you hearts be troubled.” It’s hard to see how they could
be anything but troubled. 

Jesus’ words to his disciples point to the reality that 
there is something happening here that is beyond their 
understanding. As far as they can see, everything is falling 
apart. All of their hopes and dreams of what following Jesus 
would mean are crumbling around them as he tells them 
what is actually going to happen. But Jesus knows that their 
abandonment, their rejection, and their faithlessness are 
not going to be the end of the story. There is more going on 
than meets the eye.

1 Peter 2:2-10
Milk is like a miracle substance God made for mammals to
give to their offspring! Strong bones, healthy teeth, protein,
muscle repair, and a great source of calcium and potassium.
Peter surely didn’t know all of that when he called the
Gospel, “spiritual milk.” The Holy Scriptures are a source of
spiritual sustenance for us who follow Christ and desire to
become more mature in the faith. Peter draws on Psalm 34:8
urging those who have tasted that the Lord is good to seek
spiritual milk. The Lord feeds us on his holy Word and
makes us stronger for our life in him.

Thepsalmistreminds the people that princes and rulers 

Lastweek, our reading from Acts showed us a picture of 
a nearly perfect early Church, but today’s reading shows us
how quickly things became troubled. Luke described two
distinct groups in the church: the Hellenists and the Hebrews.
The Hellenists were probably Greek-speaking Jews from
outside of Judea, while the Hebrews were speakers of
Aramaic. This basic distinction of geography and language
resulted in a bit of conflict in the community. The food, which
was so generously being held in common in chapter 2, is now
not being distributed fairly between the Hellenists and the
Hebrews. The focus has shifted from a desire to be generous
to a concern with making sure one gets one’s due. 
• Does this seem like a legitimate thing for the Hellenists to be 
concerned about? What are some ways the church continues 
to have these types of concerns?

Spending very little time on the specifics of the distribution
of food, Luke focused instead on the systems of authority
and responsibility that were taking shape in the church.
The twelve, who were tasked with preaching and teaching,
do not see food distribution as part of their job description.
Instead, they appointed seven others to take on this
responsibility. The organization of the church was starting
to take shape.
• How does this decision about varying roles and responsibilities 
continue to shape the church today? Does it mean that there 
are roles of greater and lesser importance?

• How can conflicts like the one described here tear churches
apart? What is the aim of effective, faithful leadership in the
midst of such conflict?

Our reading shifts gears to the dramatic story of Stephen,
one of the first deacons. His bold, impassioned response
to the charges brought against him only further inflame
his opponents, finally resulting in his death. To the end,
Stephen remains steadfast in faith, trusting in God’s power
to redeem, even calling upon God to forgive those who are
killing him.
• What do Stephen’s words and actions suggest about his 
faith?What kind of example is he for us? What is our 
responsibility to brothers and sisters in the faith who suffer 
for their witness?

• How does Stephen’s vision of heaven remind us of who, 
finally, will be recognized as Lord of all?

• How do you think the disciples received Jesus’ encouragement
not to be troubled? Do you think his words would have sounded
reasonable to them after all that he had just told them?

• What is Jesus’ explanation to his disciples why they need not be
troubled? How is knowing that Jesus has prepared a place for us a
comfort in this life? What freedom does that give us?

• Peter calls the spiritual milk of the Gospel unadulterated or pure.
How is the Good News of Jesus Christ pure sustenance for you?

cannot save them. Only the Lord can save. There is no
salvation in princes or presidents. When they die their plans
die with them. Our hope is in the God of Jacob, the creator of
all that is, the one is faithful forever.

• How do we often get caught putting undue trust in political
leaders? Is that fair to them? What does it take to snap us out of
our dependence upon rulers for salvation? 

It is, however, a matter of great moment, and utterly necessary,
that to new-born and infant Christians, sincere and uncorrupt

milk should be given. This milk is nothing 
else than the Gospel itself. 

- Martin Luther -
Comments on 1 Peter 2:2 



MON Office open 
Mon - Thurs  10am - 2pm 

WED
 9:30 - Quilting

12:00 - Men’s Bible study

  5:45 - Confirmation

  7:00 - Youth Group

10:00 - Coffee
5:00 - Melissa Gross Bible studyTHU

FRI

SAT

TUE   9:30 - Prayer 
10:00 - Coffee

SUN
 9:15 - Worship/Communion
10:15 - Coffee
10:30 - Faith Formation/Last Day



This Weeks Bulletin

Click 
Here

 May 3rd 
Bulletin 

Click Here

https://www.youtube.com/@hosannalutheran4834/streams
https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_d9f1df4b0b644cd1baff3ce7eec5b196.pdf
https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_eb951d9408884674980cd393787c1298.pdf
https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_eb951d9408884674980cd393787c1298.pdf
https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_eb951d9408884674980cd393787c1298.pdf
https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_eb951d9408884674980cd393787c1298.pdf
https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_eb951d9408884674980cd393787c1298.pdf
https://406f78d5-612e-41b4-96a0-c6acc7158f01.filesusr.com/ugd/7d04bc_eb951d9408884674980cd393787c1298.pdf


MAY Servant Team!









Text HLW

to 49775





H E L P I N G  H A N D S  F U N D

This is a discrete fund used to helpThis is a discrete fund used to help
those in need!those in need!

If you would like to give to this fund,If you would like to give to this fund,  
just place your donation in anjust place your donation in an

offering plateoffering plate  
and mark it Helping Hands.and mark it Helping Hands.

This is a discrete fund used to help
those in need!

If you would like to give to this fund, 
just place your donation in an

offering plate 
and mark it Helping Hands.





Augustana District's April
Newsletter Click Here

Augustana District
Video

https://augustanadistrict.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026.04.newsletter.pdf?vgo_ee=LELHKx7AyTRO4COgoujmaUP4X4ZhEiROvg9acN%2BJ6Fbg0kGYnDreoc%2FnCE66LQ6nQVM%3D%3AGKG%2BfSzDAw4bySSwaqeWfrybJdAGJfc4
https://augustanadistrict.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026.04.newsletter.pdf?vgo_ee=LELHKx7AyTRO4COgoujmaUP4X4ZhEiROvg9acN%2BJ6Fbg0kGYnDreoc%2FnCE66LQ6nQVM%3D%3AGKG%2BfSzDAw4bySSwaqeWfrybJdAGJfc4
https://vimeo.com/984560955?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/984560955?share=copy


Align With God in 2024
”So that the works of God might be displayed.”

 

In John 9 we read about one of Jesus’ miracles where he restored the sight of a blind

man. At the beginning of the story, we see the disciples questioning Jesus about who

had sinned to cause the blind man his disability.

Rather patiently (we might imagine), Jesus insinuates that the disciples are asking the

wrong question. He encourages them to look forward, ‘while it is still day,’ (v4) rather

than backward upon who to blame.

What are you looking forward to this new year? Right now, it feels like the world is

full of suffering and poverty of spirit and unity. In this passage, Jesus teaches us that

with suffering comes the opportunity for God’s works to be displayed.

Children growing up in the slums are suffering because they are neglected and failed

by a wider community that is unable to care for their physical needs and education.

By supporting CBC you have the opportunity to step in as the healing hands and feet

of Jesus.

Thank you for your partnership with us that displays the mighty works of God where

there is sickness, anxi-ety and desperate poverty.

May God Bless you and your family this year.

Marc Marques

Executive Director

April Newsletter

https://thechannel.org/april-2026-banquet-time/


Newsletter Click Here!

Throughout the history of global mission work from churches
within the United States, beginning in the 19th Century, we
have seen the great mission outreach organized for the most
part by Mission Societies.  In the 20th Century the mission
work was taken over by church denominations.  It became
institutionalized.   As we enter the 21st Century, we are once
again experiencing a return to Mission Societies claiming a
greater role in Christian mission work around the globe.
 
It is in this climate of change, in how mission work is being
done today, that the Friends of Madagascar Mission was
begun.  We believe we have a unique role in the future of
mission, particularly in Madagascar at this time. In 2010 we
began our fund raising activities and each  year we continue
to grow in giving from our generous donors.  For this we give
thanks to God! 

Digital Magazine Click Here!

https://madagascarmission.org/resources/
https://www.cgmmag.com/


Watertown Event Center
West Highway 212 / 1901 9th Avenue SW
Watertown, SD 57201

 FirstWednesday of eachmonth at 7:00pm!

 

Connie’s journey caring for 
those with dementia / Alzheimer’s 
started in 1980. Her first job was to 
create an activity program in a long 
term care facility for their residents. 
It was not long before folks with 
that diagnosis were in her heart. 
In 1997, she created a recreation 
program in a long term care memory 
care unit. The focus was “person 
centered” with engagement and 
positive communication. A supportive
community was a huge help and 
part of her career. She is retired now 
but the passion remains to create 
programs & offer more help for this 
country’s unsung heros - caregivers! 

The Watertown Memory Care 
Support Group was created in 1998 
by Connie Lake and Deanna Bullis 
to give caregivers a place to belong. 
Caregivers were able to listen, share, 
and learn how to care for themselves. 
This mission remains true today. 

Connie Lake
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